
 

 

The Hague 10 October 2025 

 

Dear Colleague, 

 

We were shocked to hear about the killing of Judge Astrit Kalaja of the Tirana Court of 
Appeal earlier this week. Please accept our deepest condolences.  

The significance of this attack on our colleague for doing his judicial work, transcends the 
tragedy of the individual case. When judges have to fear for their safety, it can impact their 
ability to make fair, impartial decisions. It is therefore that States have the responsibility to 
ensure the safety and protection of independent judges (see also UN Basic Principles on the 
Independence of the Judiciary, principle 2). 

We hope the Albanian authorities will carry out a prompt and thorough investigation, and 
that they will take all necessary steps to improve personal and courtroom security so that the 
protection of judicial and legal professionals is ensured and that they are able to perform 
their duties within the justice system in a safe way.  

We are aware of the persuasive and inspiring words you spoke during the extraordinary 
general meeting of judges this week. Now is indeed the time to act. We wish to offer our 
solidarity and stand with you in your pursuit of a safer, fairer and more humane justice in 
Albania.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Tamara Trotman 

Chair Judges for Judges 

https://www.rechtersvoorrechters.nl/

